
 

NB: Steward Investigation/Hearing decisions are subject to Appeal under the Rules of Greyhound Racing. 

 

 

 
Investigative Stewards Hearing Report 

 
Thursday 10th of September 2020 
 
Date of Hearing:  Wednesday 9th and Thursday 10th of September 2020   
Venue of Hearing: Participant’s kennel address and via phone call 
Name: Mr Frank Meyer  
Date of offence:  Wednesday 2nd of September 2020   
Rule: Greyhounds Australasia Rules (GAR) 86 (q) 
Offence: 1. Engage in conduct which is detrimental or prejudicial to the 

interest, welfare, image, control of greyhound racing. 
 
Officiating Investigative Stewards: Mr Gary Harrison and Mr Simon McLean 
 
REPORT 
 
On Wednesday 9th of September 2020, Investigative Stewards opened an Inquiry with Mr Frank Meyer 
regarding him engaging in conduct which was detrimental or prejudicial to the interest, welfare, 
image, control of greyhound racing that had occurred at the Bendigo Greyhound Racing Complex on 
Wednesday 2nd of September 2020 and in subsequent phone conversations with Investigative 
Stewards. 
 
Mr Meyer was handling his greyhound at the completion of a race when he pointed his finger in a 
demonstrative manner and made a threatening comment towards a Race Day Steward.  A short time 
later and prior to leaving the course, he used offensive language and intimidating behaviour towards 
a Club Staff member.   These actions were witnessed by other participants.  This again included 
pointing his finger towards the kennelling area and referring to the actions of Stewards. 
 
Mr Meyer spoke to Investigative Stewards on two (2) separate occasions via telephone regarding this 
incident on Friday 4th of September 2020.  Mr Meyer displayed a contemptuous attitude during these 
calls and hung up on both occasions. 
 
Investigative Stewards heard evidence from Mr Meyer during the Inquiry.  Mr Meyer conceded he was 
upset and frustrated after the race but denied his behaviour was unacceptable and denied using 
offensive language.  Mr Meyer agreed he had become tired of all of GRV’s rules and regulations and 
that he had no time for GRV or their Staff.  He accepted his attitude during the telephone 
conversations was inappropriate and apologised for this behaviour. 
 
After considering the evidence, Investigative Stewards charged Mr Meyer with a breach of 
Greyhounds Australasian Rules (GAR) 86 (q) in that he engaged in comments, behaviour and attitude 
which was detrimental to the interest, image, control and promotion of greyhound racing. 
 
Investigative Stewards found Mr Meyer guilty of the charge and imposed the following penalty; 
 
PENALTY 
Charge 1.   

- 1 month suspension. To be served concurrently with the penalty for charge 2) 
- $500 fine.  

 



 

 

 

 
After being notified in a phone call by GRV Investigative Stewards of the decision on Wednesday 9th 
September 2020 Mr Meyer then later made a telephone call that night to the Bendigo Greyhound 
Racing Complex.  At the time there was a Race meeting taking place.  Mr Meyer spoke to a Club Staff 
member and asked for a message to be passed onto the GRV Steward and Bendigo Club Staff member 
who had reported him.  In this message Mr Meyer was intimidating and used indecent language. 
 
After considering the evidence, Investigative Stewards then charged Mr Meyer with a further breach 
of Greyhounds Australasian Rules (GAR) 86 (q) in that he engaged in comments, behaviour and 
attitude which was detrimental to the interest, image, control and promotion of greyhound racing. 
 
On Thursday 10th September 2020 Investigative Stewards opened a further inquiry via phone and 
heard evidence from Mr Meyer, who during the inquiry admitted to making the phone call to the 
Bendigo Greyhound Racing Complex.  Mr Meyer denied swearing but admitted to wanting a message 
passed onto the two (2) witnesses in this matter that he had been suspended.   
 
Mr Meyer displayed a contemptuous attitude during this call and hung up again. 
 
Mr Meyer pleaded not guilty to the charge.   
 
Investigative Stewards found Mr Meyer guilty of the charge and imposed the following penalty; 
 
PENALTY 
Charge 2.   

- 6 month suspension with 3 months suspension to be served immediately and a further 3 
months wholly suspended for 12 months. 

 
- Effective total suspension for Charges 1 & 2 is a 6 month suspension with 3 months 

suspension to be served immediately and a further 3 months wholly suspended for 12 
months and $500 fine. 

 
All suspended penalties will be fully installed for any other conduct related offences committed during 
this period of 12 months. 
 
The Stewards also note that Mr Meyer appeared before the Stewards on the 17th of April 2020 
regarding a further breach of Greyhounds Australasian Rules (GAR) 86 (q) due to his comments 
directed at Greyhound Racing Victoria (GRV) staff.  In regard to this incident, Mr Meyer pleaded not 
guilty and the Stewards imposed a $500 fine with $250 suspended for a period of 12 months pending 
no further breaches of GAR 86 (q). 
 
This incident breaches this suspended sentence imposed and thereby reactivating the outstanding 
$250 fine.   
 
In determining penalty, Investigative Stewards considered a number of factors namely: 
 

• Mr Meyer’s intimidating demeanour and behaviour towards GRV Staff and Club Staff in 
person and via phone calls. 

• Mr Meyer’s repeated prior history in relation to conduct related matters. 

• Mr Meyer’s failure to understand the impact of his behaviour and conduct. 

• There were witnesses to the conduct who were concerned by the behaviour. 

• Mr Meyer’s failure to show remorse. 



 

 

 

• Mr Meyer’s behaviour and willingness to intimidate witnesses who had given evidence 
against him and attempting to interfere in the process. 

• Specific and general deterrence.   

• Current Australian Government COVID-19 restrictions. 
 
 
 

 

…………………………………………. 
Simon McLEAN 
Investigative Steward 
Manager of Investigations 
GREYHOUND RACING VICTORIA 


